
















Homes for the Animals and Fish 

 
Visitors do not need to feed the animals, put their hands in 
the tanks or throw things in the water.   
 
Doing these things will hurt the animals or make them sick.   

Inside the Wetlands dome, we will see   
low, open tanks of water.    
They are the homes for many animals and fish.   
 

We will be very careful to keep our hands away 
from the tanks.   
 

People who work at the Florida Aquarium feed and 
care for the animals in the tanks.   
It is their job to do this. 



What To Do With My Hands 

When I visit the Florida Aquarium, I will see many animals and fish that live in open tanks.      
Putting my hands  in the water or throwing in other things like food, toys or paper will disturb the 
animals in their homes.   It could scare them or make them sick. 

 

 I can keep them at my sides or in my pock-
ets. 

 

 I can use them to hold my map or other 
stuff I’m carrying. 

 

 I can hold onto someone else’s hand. 
 

 I can use them to point at the animals or 
fish I’m excited to see.  
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It’s All About the Animals:  Alligators 

Alligators are large reptiles that live in the swamp and streams of Florida.   

The alligators  we will see 
at the Florida Aquarium live 

in a large tank with high 
glass walls.   

 
We can see them, but they 
can’t come out of the tank.   



It’s All About the Animals:  River Otters 

River Otters are active brown animals that 
live near the ponds and rivers of Florida.  

They love to swim and play.  

Lots of people like to watch the river otters swim and play.  
Sometimes there are special shows to watch at the otter tank. It 
can get crowded and noisy.  Or I might smell a strange smell 
from the otters and their tank. 
 

If this happens, I can say these things: 
 “Let’s go now” 
 “We can come back later.” 
 “It’s too crowded and noisy right now” 
 “ Something smells strange.  I don’t like it.” 
 

S 
ocial 
cript 



It’s All About the Animals:  Owls 

There are many different kinds of owls  
that live  in the trees and swamps of Florida.    

Some of them also live in the Wetlands Exhibit of 
the Florida Aquarium. 

This sign tells us which owls might be on exhibit today. 

The owl is on display right now. The owl is not on display right now. 

Sometimes an owl is on display.  Sometimes it’s not.   
Sometimes it’s hard to see the owl when it is on display.   
It’s OK  either way, maybe we’ll see an owl next time. 



Homes for the Trees and Plants 
Inside the Wetlands dome there are also exhibits for many different  trees and plants.    

These exhibits are also homes for lots of fish and birds that live in them. 

Hammocks 
Sometimes trees and plants grow on a patch of 

ground that is higher than the ground around it.  
This is called a hammock. 

 Birds and Fish 
Both hammocks and  

mangroves are homes for 
many birds and fish. 

 
 

Mangroves 
Mangroves are strong trees that grow with their 

roots in or above the water. 

When I visit these exhibits, I will try not to disturb the animals or plants.   
I will use a quiet voice and keep my hands away from them.    



The Wetlands Stage 
We can watch a show at the Wetlands Stage.   

Special music will start to play before the show 
starts.  When we hear it, we will know a show is 

beginning on the stage very soon.    

Most shows on the Wetlands 
Stage are with live animals.   

 
People who work with the  

animals will talk about them and 
show them to the  

audience.   
 

If the animal’s handler says it’s OK,  
we might be able to gently touch them.   

 
If they don’t say it’s OK, then we will keep 

our hands away from the animals.  



Watching a Show at the Wetlands Stage 
Lots of people enjoy watching the live animal show at the Wetlands Stage.    

I know I’m going to enjoy it too. Sometimes the live animal shows are about birds.   
Other times, they are about snakes or turtles.  They can even be about dogs.   

We may not know what animal will be in the show starts.   
It just depends on which one is ready to be on the stage.   

Here are some things I can do to enjoy the 
live animal show at the Wetlands Stage: 
 

 I can sit quietly and listen to the animal 
handler when he or she is talking 

 

 I can share the space on the benches with 
the other visitors that want to see the show. 

 

 I can keep my hands in my lap and my feet 
on the floor. 

 

 I will only touch the animal if the handler 
says it’s OK.  
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Going Up to Aquariumania 

Once we are done visiting the  Wetlands Exhibits,  we might want to go to Aquamania.  
Aquariumania is on the third floor of  Florida  Aquarium .   

We can go there by climbing some stairs in the Wetlands Exhibit.  



m a n i a ! 

Aquariumania is an exhibit area with  
lots of tanks and aquariums.  

 

 The lights aren’t bright  
and it’s quiet there.    

 

It is a good place to take a break from 
the noise , lights or smells of the  

Wetlands Exhibit.  



Going Up the Stairs 
To visit Aquariumania, we have to climb the stairs.   
On the stirs, there will be places to stop and look around.   
Other people may want to look around too. 
 

I will be careful not to bump or push them. 
 Will use the yellow hand railing to climb the stairs. 

Looking up 
from the 

stairs 

Looking 
down from 
the stairs 



Aquariums Everywhere! 
Inside Aquariumania, we will see lots of aquariums.   

They are homes for the fish that live in them.   
Many of the aquariums also have signs or displays 

that explain something about the fish inside. 
 
 

Lights in Aquariumania are not bright.   
That way we can have a better look  

inside the aquariums. 

Visitors to Aquariumania can look in the tanks 
and point to the fish and plants inside.  

They don’t touch the glass.    
This would make it harder for other people to 
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One of the exhibits in Aquariumania is a window in the floor.   
We can look down through it to see sharks and other big fish swimming below us. 

 

The window is very strong.  No one will fall through or break it when they step on it.    The 
sharks and fish cannot break through it either.   

They are safe, and so are we. 

 If I don’t want to step on this window, I can: 
 Close my eyes and step over it quickly 
 

 Step around the edges of the window 
 

 Step across it with a friend or an adult 
 

 Tell myself  “This might seem scary, but I’ll give it a try”.  



Taking a Break 
Aquariumania is a great place to take a rest .   

There lots of chairs and places to sit, both inside and outside.   
There are interesting things to look at. 

 

When we are done resting, we can go on. 

Outside Aquar-
iumania 

Inside  
Aquariumania 



 
We will see and learn about many fish and birds  
that live in the salty water of our state’s bays and shores. 
 
Exhibits in Bays and Beaches are brightly lit,  
even though the gallery is dark.   

Next, we will visit the Bays and Beaches Gallery. 



We will see many brightly lit tanks inside the gallery.   
They are home for lobster, fish and seahorses.   

sea horse 

spiny lobster 

grouper 

Inside Bays and Beaches 
When we first step inside the Bays and Beaches Gallery,  

we might want to stop to let our eyes get used to the dark.  
  

It will be easier to find our way through the gallery if we do this. 



Biologists at Work 

.   
We can watch them through the window. 

We will stand still and keep our hands away from the glass.   
We can talk quietly. 

 

This way, we wont bother biologists while they are working. 

One exhibit  
in the  

Bays and Beaches  
Gallery  

shows people at work. 

They are the  
biologists who take 
care of the animals, 
fish and plants at the 
Florida Aquarium.   

 



tern 

cow nose ray 

green sea turtle 

Sting Rays, Sea Turtles and Shore Birds 

At the end of the Bays and Beaches Gallery are open 
tanks for sea turtles  and many different rays.   

 

 The ledge is a place for shore birds. 

 

If we put our hands in the water of the tank, it will disturb them  
or even make them sick.  

 

We can watch the turtles, rays and birds,  
but it is important to keep our hands out of the water. 



When I visit the Bays and Beaches Gallery, I might hear the sound of birds.   
It might be real birds inside the exhibit,  

or it could be a recording of birds coming from the speakers. 
 
 

If these sounds bother or scare me, here are some things I can do: 
 

 I can put my hands over my ears. 
 I can say, “I don’t like those bird sounds.  Let’s go somewhere else.”  
 I can tell myself, “It’s just the sound of birds.  I don’t like it, but I’m OK.” 
 I can take a deep breath and let it out slowly. 
 I  can say to myself, “Birds are everywhere.  I will try to get used to them.” 
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No Bone Zone is a special exhibit we can find after  
visiting the Bays and Beaches Gallery.   

 

All of the animals in it live without any bones in 
their bodies! 

 

Things to remember about touching the animals: 
 

 Touch with 2 fingers only 
 

 Touch only the animals on the top shelf of the tank 
 

 Do not pick up or move any of the animals   

We can touch the animals in the No Bone Zone. 



The Coral Reefs Exhibit is a place to see up close all 
the fish, sharks and other se creatures that live among 

the coral reefs and deeper water of our state. 

The exhibits winds down a path that  
feels like a tunnel.   

 
Along the sides are many fish tanks  

and large viewing windows. 



Watching the Divers 

In the coral reefs exhibit, there are many 
large tanks that are big enough for  

divers to swim in.   
 

The divers clean the tanks, take care of 
the fish and plants and sometimes  

perform in special shows.   
 

When we visit the coral reefs exhibit,  
we might see divers, or we might not. 



Going Through The Tunnel 

The path of the coral reef exhibit is a tunnel.   
It has large curving windows on both sides.   

We can see the fish and other sea life all around.   
 

The ceiling of the tunnel is curved and low.   
Light comes through the windows.   

Inside the tunnel,  
we may hear soft music or underwater sounds.   

They won’t be loud.   
They may change from time to time. 

 

At the end of the tunnel  
is the entrance to the Coral Cave. 



Inside the Coral Cave 

The coral cave is a dark room with a very large window.   
Behind it is a tank that looks like the bottom of the ocean.   

We can see all the sharks, fish and other creatures that live there.   
We can sit on the benches or we can stand up close. 

Sometimes there are a lot of people in the Coral 
Cave, sometimes only a few.  Everyone wants to 
have a chance to watch the fish swim by or watch 
the show.  If there are a lot of people in the coral 
cave, I will  remember to: 
 
 Talk in a quiet voice 
 Keep my hands and feet still, especially around 

the benches 
 Stand a few steps away from the tank window, so 

other people can watch too.  
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Dragons Down Under 

The creatures in Dragons Down Under are very delicate.  
The are sensitive to light and noise.   

That means they can be disturbed by these things. 
 

If we use a flash on our camera  
or tap on the sides of the tanks with our hands,  

it will disturb them  
 

The sea dragons and sea horses will be very happy  
if we watch them quietly and do not disturb them. 



Ocean Commotion is a fun place to play.  
 There are lots of videos, sounds and movement.   

 
The walls are dark, but the lights are bright.  Some 

of them are flashing. 

Going in and out of Ocean Commotion,  
we must walk through a fog screen. 

 
It looks like a picture on the wall, but it’s not hard.  

It won’t hurt to walk through it.  
When we are on the other side  

we will see lots of interesting stuff. 



Lots of Sharks! 

Shark Bay is another place to see lots of sharks! 
There are benches to sit on.   

The sharks swim past the windows. 
 

If we sit down, a shark will swim by very soon. 
Will be careful about touching the window  

and other people who want to see the sharks too.   



Things to Do in the Lobby 
The lobby is the big space we walk through on our way into and out of the exhibit galleries.  
In it there are other things to do.   
We can:     

Have something to eat 
at  Café Ray 

Visit the Sting Ray  
Touch Area 

Shop in the gift  shop Make a suggestion to the 
Florida Aquarium  

Have our picture taken 

Ask questions 
or get help 



Ask Questions or Get Help 

Just inside the main entrance is the Guest Services desk. 
 

We can go there if we need to ask a question or want some help. 
 

We can go there if we get lost or can’t find the people we came with. 
 
 

People who work at the Guest Services desk wear blue shirts that 
have the Florida Aquarium logo on them. 

 
They can answer questions or help us if we need it. 

It will be OK to talk to them. 



Have Our Picture Taken 

Sometimes when people visit the Florida Aquarium,  
they like to have their pictures taken.   

We can do this too if we want.   

Taking our picture will help us remember the fun we had on our visit. 

We can show our friends and family what we looked like on that day.   

Things to remember when I’m having my picture taken: 
 
 If I’m having my picture taken with someone else, I may need to 

stand close or even touch them.  They may need to touch me.  
This is OK.  It might be a little uncomfortable, but it will not take 
long and the picture will look nice . 

 
 It’s important to stand still in one place, smile and look straight at 

the camera.  That way my picture will look just like I do! 
 
 Sometimes when people pose for pictures, then want to take more 

than one.  If this happens, I can wait a little longer and pose for 
another picture. 
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Make a Suggestion to the Florida Aquarium  

Sometimes when visitors come to the Florida Aquarium,  
they want to make a suggestion to the people who work there.   

A suggestion is an idea or  a thought a guest might have  about their 
visit to the Florida Aquarium.   

If they write it on a piece of paper and put it in the suggestion box,  
the people at the Florida Aquarium will know what their guests  

are thinking about after their visit. 

Here are some sentences I could use to make some suggestions to the Florida Aquarium: 

My favorite  
exhibit was 

________. 

I would like to see 
more 

________. 

Please serve 
________  
in Café Ray. 

Thank you!   
I had a great time 

visiting 
________. 



Shop in the Gift  Shop 
Visitors to the Florida Aquarium can also shop in the Gift 

Shop.  They can buy books, posters, T shirts  and toys.   
They cannot buy snacks or drinks. 

 

 

Shoppers in the Gift Shop: 
 Talk quietly 
 Are very careful handling the items for 

sale 
 Ask for help if they don’t see what they are 

looking for 
 Pay for the things they want to buy 



Visit the Sting Ray Touch Tank 

In the lobby of the Florida Aquarium, there is a large open tank .   
It is OK to touch the rays inside.   

If we gently put two fingers in the water,  
they will swim up to see what we are doing. 

Be careful! 
The rays will be excited to have visitors.  
They might splash water on your clothes  

or on the floors 



Have Something to Eat at  Café Ray 
We might get hungry while we are visiting the Florida Aquarium.  

Café Ray is a place where we could  
have a snack or sit down for a meal. 

 

If we want something to eat, we can place our order in line.   
People behind the counter will prepare the order.   

It will be ready at the end of the line.   
We must pay for it before we can eat. 

We can order our food from the menu above the line. 



Explore A shore is an outdoor area  
of the Florida Aquarium.   

Visitors can play in some of the fountains  
and  the playground equipment.      

It is a place where it is very important  
to follow the rules.        

This is the entrance to Explore A Shore.   
It is in the lobby. 



Sometimes We Will, Sometimes We Won’t 
When we visit the Florida Aquarium, we may not go to Explore a Shore.   

Sometime we will go there, other times we won’t. 
 

On today’s visit... 

___ the weather is too  cold    rainy    hot 
___ we are going as a school group 
___ we don’t have time 
—-  it will be too crowded and noisy 
___ we won’t bring our bathing suits 
-—  we are too old or big to play there  
___  ___________________________ 
 

___ the weather is just right 
___ we are going as a family 
___ we have lots of time 
—-  it will not be too crowded and noisy 
___ we will bring our bathing suits 
-—  we are the right age and size  
___  ___________________________ 
 

E E E E X X P P L L O O R R 
A A S S H H O O R R E E 

We will NOT visit  We WILL visit  

E E E E X X P P L L O O R R 
A A S S H H O O R R E E 



Following the Signs 
There are lots of signs in Explore A Shore.  They tell  us : 

Where things are located. 

Rules for the water play areas. 

How tall we must be to play 
in the play area. 



Fountains 
There are lots of fountains spraying water in Explore A Shore.   

Some of them are OK to play in, but others are not OK.  
They are not safe to play in.   

They are just for looking at, not getting wet. 

This fountain is OK for water play. 

These fountains are not OK for water play. 



Having Fun at Explore A Shore! 
In Explore A Shore, there are lots of fun things to play with and climb on in the water. 

We will follow the rules, stay safe and have a good time! 



The University of South Florida 
Center for Autism  

and Related Disabilities 
1-800-333-4530 
(813) 974-2532 

http://card-usf.fmhi.usf.edu 
http://learningcurve.fmhi.usf.edu/index.asp 
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